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Preface 
 
 As part of the August 2007 precipitation report for the Central Ohio Raingage Network, I presented a Special 
Report covering the flooding rain storms of August 19-22 in north-central and northwestern Ohio.  Due to space 
limitations, that report focused mainly on the rainfall amounts reported from that region during the event.  During the 
course of the storm, there were many news media reports concerning the flooding … this updated/revised report 
includes excerpts from some of the more interesting stories that appeared in local newspapers during the event.  In 
addition, I visited Ottawa on November 3, 2007, and Bucyrus on November 10, 2007 to check on the progress of 
recovery from the flooding in those communities … this report includes findings from those visits.  All information 
from the initial August report is also reproduced in this update … to provide a comprehensive report to date for the 
flood event. 
 
  
Meteorology, Rainfall Amounts, and Areas Flooded 
     
 Gulf moisture combined with the remnants of Tropical Storm Erin tracked along a nearly stationary front, 
aligned generally east-west along or near the Route 30 corridor during the period of August 19-22, producing very 
heavy rainfall and some of the worst flooding that portions of northwestern and north-central Ohio have seen in nearly 
100 years.  Severe flooding was experienced in Findlay, Ottawa, Mansfield, Bucyrus, Upper Sandusky, Shelby, Carey, 
Bluffton, Arlington, Forest, Galion, Ottoville, Jeromesville, and many other communities in northern Ohio.  Governor 
Strickland declared a state of emergency in 9 counties: Allen, Crawford, Hancock, Hardin, Putnam, Richland, Seneca, 
Van Wert and Wyandot.  Many people had to be evacuated or rescued from their homes and businesses, as some of the 
heaviest rains occurred during the night, with many streams rising very quickly to flood stage.  Flooding on the 
Blanchard River was of historic proportions; at Findlay the river crested at an elevation that matched the 1913 flood of 
record, and at Ottawa, the river crested just 1.6 feet below the 1913 flood of record, making it the second highest flood 
of record at that location.  Stream stage records for the USGS gauge on the Blanchard River at Findlay show that the 
stream rose from a low flow stage of about 2.0 feet at 1 a.m. on August 21 to “flood stage” by 6 a.m. that same 
morning, a period of only 5 hours.  The river continued to rise to “major flood stage” by 1 p.m. that same day, and then 
to its maximum stage of 18.5 feet at about 1 p.m. on the following day, August 22.   At Ottawa, the National Weather 
Service reported that the entire town was engulfed by floodwater from the Blanchard River; the depth of flooding 
ranged from 4 to 8 feet at places in the downtown area.  Many roads in northwestern and north-central Ohio had to be 
closed due to high water, including a portion of I-75 near Bluffton, which was closed for nearly 11 hours. 
 The flooding in the northwestern and north-central portions of Ohio was the end result of several periods of 
moderate to very heavy rainfall that traversed the area from late Saturday evening, August 18, to mid-morning on 
Tuesday, August 21.  To add insult to injury, more rain fell over portions of the hardest-hit areas from about 3 a.m. 
until noon on Wednesday, August 22.  The most significant rainfall during the flooding event occurred from about 9 
p.m. on Monday August 20 to about 7 a.m. on Tuesday August 21, with rain falling during this period at a rate of about 
an inch per hour at some locations.  
 The rain began to fall during the evening of Saturday, August 18, and into the wee hours of the morning of 
Sunday, August 19, but only the counties along the Ohio / Michigan border were affected by this initial rainfall.  By 8 
a.m. on Sunday morning, National Weather Service radar estimates showed that approximately 0.5 to 1.0 inch of rain 
had fallen across most of Williams, Fulton, and Lucas Counties.  For the remainder of Sunday morning into mid-
afternoon, the axis of the heavy rainfall started to move slowly south and east from the I-80 corridor towards the Route 
30 corridor.  This rain was followed by a temporary lull that lasted until the very early hours of Monday, August 20, 
when a relatively small area of moderate to heavy rain pushed into Van Wert County, and then spread eastward towards 
Mansfield.  Another larger area of storms developed in northeastern Indiana and moved into Defiance County by 5 a.m.  
These storms spread eastward to Huron and Lorain Counties by 8:30 a.m., and continued to train along this line 
through late morning.  The storms also spread southward during the morning, producing periods of brief, heavy rain 
along the Route 30 corridor.  The National Weather Service’s “Observed Precipitation” map for the 24-hour period 
prior to 8 a.m. on Monday, August 20 showed that 3-4 inches of rain had fallen during that period over large portions 
of Defiance, Henry, southern Wood, and northern Seneca Counties.  During the afternoon on Monday, as intermittent 
light to moderate rain continued to fall over the northern 1/3 of Ohio, the focus of the heavier rains shifted into the 
central 1/3 of Ohio, continuing into the evening.   

 
 

 



However, by mid-evening, a small area of moderate to heavy rain had developed again in northeastern 
Indiana, and it slowly began to intensify as it moved east along the Route 30 corridor from the Ohio/Indiana border.  
By 11:30 p.m. on August 20, a solid band of moderate to heavy rain extended from near Van Wert to Mansfield, and as 
the night progressed, clusters of storms with very heavy rain tracked along this line until about 7 a.m. on Tuesday 
morning, August 21, with the most intense rain falling over Hancock, Wyandot and Crawford Counties between 2:00 
a.m. and 4:00 a.m.  The National Weather Service’s “Observed Precipitation” map for the 24-hour period prior to 8 
a.m. on Tuesday, August 21 showed a band roughly 35 miles wide along the Route 30 corridor in northwestern and 
north-central Ohio where more than 3 inches of rain had fallen during that period.  Within that band, areas of northern 
Van Wert, southern Putnam, southern Hancock, western Richland and nearly all of Wyandot and Crawford Counties 
were shown to have received 8 to 10 inches of rain or more.  A volunteer rainfall observer in Upper Sandusky 
(Wyandot County) associated with the Central Ohio Raingage Network reported that an incredible 12.7 inches of rain 
fell over the 24-hour period from 8 a.m. on the 20th to 8 a.m. on the 21st.  Their rain gauge, which can hold 7.7 inches 
of rain before overflowing, completely filled up in the 6-hour period from 10 p.m. on the 20th to 4 a.m. on the 21st.   
While additional rainfall occurred over the flood-stricken region during the next couple of days, the rainfall amounts 
for the later events were generally not as newsworthy.  (The above-referenced rainfall maps can be found at NOAA’s 
National Weather Service website, www.weather.gov … on the main page under “Observations”, select “Observed 
Precip.”, click on your area of interest on the national map, then select a timeframe, and refine your location, if needed.  
County and highway lines can be added to the map by clicking in the appropriate boxes under the map). 
 A significant amount of rainfall data was published by news media and government agencies during the 
course of the storm event, but it is difficult to analyze and compare, because the individual reported amounts oftentimes 
covered different time periods.  In an effort to standardize the data for easier comparison, Table 1 on the next page 
presents available rainfall data that was recorded on a daily basis, generally at 8 a.m.  When looking at the data, 
remember that the value shown is assumed to represent the amount of rainfall that fell in the 24-hour period from 8 
a.m. on the previous day to 8 a.m. on the date indicated in the column where the amount is shown.  Data presented in 
Table 1 are from the National Weather Service’s Automated Flood Warning System (AFWS) / IFLOWS program, or 
from their cooperative observer program.   
 

 
Table 1 

Summary of Available National Weather Service Rainfall Data 
County Station Sun.  

Aug. 19 
Mon.  

Aug. 20 
Tue.  

Aug. 21 
Wed.  

Aug. 22 
Thu.  

Aug. 23 
Ohio Climatic 

Section 
  (in.) (in.) (in.) (in.) (in.)  

Allen Lima WWTP  0.93 4.86 1.72 Missing  Northwest 
Ashland Ashland 

Jeromesville 
Mifflin 
Loudonville 

  3.32 
3.46 
5.18 
4.02 

  Central Hills 

Crawford Bucyrus 
Galion Water Works 

 
0.28 

 
0.70 

8.68 
6.11 

 
0.10 

 North Central 

Hancock Findlay 
Findlay Airport 

  6.00 
5.28 

  Northwest 

Hardin Kenton 
Forest 

 0.25 3.15 
8.25 

3.15 1.00 West Central 

Huron Fitchville 
Norwalk 

 
0.24 

 
Missing 

3.80 
4.14 

 
0.06 

 North Central 

Knox Greer   6.00   Central Hills 
Paulding Grover Hill 

Paulding 
  

0.64 
6.76 
4.38 

0.26 
0.32 

 Northwest 

Richland East Mansfield 
Malabar Farms 
Mansfield Airport 

 
0.04 

 
0.44 

4.30 
4.37 
6.24 

 
0.08 

 Central Hills 

Seneca Tiffin Missing Missing 3.62 0.05  North Central 
Van Wert Van Wert 0.11 Missing 6.35 2.50  Northwest 
Wyandot Upper Sandusky  0.46 9.35 0.06  North Central 
 
  
 
 
 

http://www.weather.gov/


The two largest “official” 24-hour rainfall amounts, 9.35 inches at Upper Sandusky and 8.68 inches at 
Bucyrus, are much larger than the 100-year storm amount of 5.92 inches associated with the North Central climatic 
section of Ohio.  A rainfall intensity-frequency-duration analysis of these two amounts indicates that the 9.35 inches 
has a recurrence interval of about 1,600 years, while the 8.68 inches has a recurrence interval of about 970 years.  At 
the Lima station, the 2-day rainfall total of 6.58 inches is also larger than the 100-year frequency, 48-hour duration 
storm amount of 6.14 inches.  For comparison purposes, Table 2 shows rainfall amounts associated with storms having 
a recurrence interval of 100 years for 3-hour, 6-hour, 24-hour, and 48-hour durations within the climatic sections of 
Ohio affected by the August 2007 flooding.        
 For most areas affected by flooding, the most intense rainfalls occurred during the very early morning hours 
of Tuesday, August 21.  At Mansfield Airport, a total of 3.36 inches of rain fell in the 3-hour period of 3 a.m. to 6 a.m., 
which is the equivalent of just under a 50-year rainfall event.  During the 6-hour period from 1 a.m. to 7 a.m., a total of 
4.28 inches of rain fell there, which is the equivalent of just over a 50-year event.  At the Findlay Airport, 2.98 inches 
of rain fell in the 3-hour period from 2 a.m. to 5 a.m., which is the equivalent of somewhere between a 25-year and 50-
year event.  During the 6-hour period from midnight to 6 a.m., a total of 4.68 inches of rain fell there, which is greater 
than a 100-year storm event.  The rainfall intensities and durations for the heaviest portion of the storm are similar in 
nature to those associated with the historic storm of July 4, 1969, which affected portions of northeastern Ohio. 

 
 

Table 2 
100-Year Rainfall Amounts for Selected Climatic Sections of Ohio (From Midwestern Climate Center Bulletin 71) 
Ohio Climatic 

Section 

100-Year  
Rainfall Amount  

for  
3-Hour  

Duration Storm 

100-Year  
Rainfall Amount  

for  
6-Hour  

Duration Storm 

100-Year  
Rainfall Amount  

for  
24-Hour  

Duration Storm 

100-Year  
Rainfall Amount  

for  
48-Hour  

Duration Storm 
 (inches) (inches) (inches) (inches) 
     

Northwest  
(Williams, Defiance, 
Paulding, Van Wert, 

Fulton, Henry, 
Putnam, Allen, 

Lucas, Wood and 
Hancock Counties) 

3.67 4.30 5.73 6.14 

North Central 
(Wyandot, Crawford, 

Seneca, Huron, 
Sandusky, Erie, and 
Ottawa Counties) 

3.79 4.44 5.92 6.68 

West Central  
(Mercer, Darke, 

Auglaize, Shelby, 
Miami, Hardin, 

Logan, Champaign, 
and Clark Counties) 

3.65 4.27 5.70 6.35 

Central Hills 
(Richland, Knox, 
Ashland, Wayne, 

Holmes, and 
Coshocton Counties)  

4.09 4.79 6.39 7.17 

 
 
News Media Reports 
 
While flooding in Findlay, Ottawa, Carey, and Mansfield were well-publicized in the Ohio and national news media, 
there was also flooding in many other communities of northern Ohio.  The following tables present selected quotes 
from a number of online community newspapers, and various government agencies relative to the northern Ohio 
flooding. 
 
 



Community  
Arlington From the Findlay Courier, Wednesday, August 22, and Friday, August 24, 2007: 

     “The county eventually closed U.S. 68, but not before trucks compounded the problem by 
creating wakes that sent more water into homes along the main street in Arlington.  Others living 
along Wilch also experienced flooded basements, and several vehicles parked along the road 
sustained heavy damage.  On Railroad Street, a bridge leading to the park was buckled and appeared 
to be impassable.” 
     “Arlington Fire Chief Al Latta estimated that 75 percent of the village was flooded at one point.  
Roadways are dry now, but he estimated that 37 inches of water stood outside Arlington School.  No 
water reached the school building, which served as an evacuation center.” 

Barberton / 
Seville 

From the Akron-Beacon Journal, Tuesday, August 21, 2007: 
     “Monday’s heavy rains caused big problems for Barberton and other areas across the region.  The 
National Weather Service said reports from some isolated areas of southern Summit, southern 
Medina and northern Wayne Counties show that many areas received 4 to 6 inches of rain during 
the Monday morning storm.  Seville officials reported getting 3 inches of rain in about an hour … 
About 70 residents left the Heritage Apartments on 30th Street in Barberton because of rising water.” 

Bluffton From the Delphos Herald, Thursday August 23, 2007: 
     “In Northwest Ohio, near Bluffton, both directions of I-75, one of the nation’s main north-south 
thoroughfares, were closed for about 11 hours Tuesday, said Scott Varner, the Ohio Department of 
Transportation.  Inspectors reopened the 7-mile stretch of the highway after removing debris and 
looking for road and bridge damage, he said.  Riley Creek in the area of the Bluffton Quarry on 
Interstate 75 swelled to overflow as the result of heavy rains that fell Monday evening and Tuesday 
morning.  Adjacent ditches along the route backed up as well, causing water to flood over all four 
lanes of Interstate 75 between Bently Road and Ohio 103.” 
 
From the Findlay Courier, Wednesday, August 22, 2007: 
     “In Bluffton, the village was literally cut in half by the flooding.  Riley Creek, Little Riley Creek, 
and Marsh Run Ditch all flooded by 6 a.m. Tuesday, forcing evacuations around town and trapping 
others.  Bluffton police and firemen were involved in multiple rescues throughout the day, primarily 
along Cherry and Vance Streets … Tuesday’s flood was in Bluffton was ‘the worst that we can ever 
remember’, said (Bluffton Fire Chief Dan) Bowden, who has lived in the village 32 years.   
     About nine to 10 inches of rain fell on Bluffton from Monday evening through early Tuesday, 
according to the fire chief.  More rain was falling Tuesday night.  High waters closed down travel on 
Vance Street, Cherry Street, College Avenue, North Main Street, Riley Street, Spring Street and 
Snider Road, as well as a section of North Countyline Road.” 

Bucyrus From the Bucyrus Telegraph Forum, Thursday, August 23, 2007: 
     “The Bucyrus Fire Department evacuated the Lutz Drive and Waterford Glen areas, along with 
the Lane Street area and several others, early Tuesday.  ‘No one is allowed back into the Lutz Drive 
area at this point because it’s not safe.  We are condemning many of the apartment buildings here,’ 
Captain Mike Hassinger said as he opened the door to a two-apartment building that looked as one 
apartment that had caved in with pieces of people’s lives in the center such as children’s toys, photo 
albums, furniture and clothes.” 
 
From the National Weather Service Forecast Office in Cleveland … August 19-21, 2007 Flash 
Flooding and River Flooding: 
     “Rainfall amounts were incredible.  Bucyrus in Crawford County was the center of attention with 
8.68 inches falling in less than 24 hours.  Large portions of the city were under water from runoff 
and from the rising Sandusky River.  Some residents said it was the worst flooding they could 
remember in Bucyrus.”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community  
Carey From Carey’s Progressor Times, Thursday, August 23, 2007: 

     “A storm that dumped nearly eight inches of rain on Carey Monday evening and early Tuesday 
morning has caused extensive flooding in nearly every section of the village.  Several residents were 
evacuated from their homes as were the residents of Carey Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center.  The S. Vance Street area of the Carey business district was particularly hard hit by the 
flooding.  Businesses there were also damaged by flooding in a December 2006 flood and again in 
January 2007.   
     This flooding is the worst of the three, rising high enough to flood the Findlay Street area to 
Patterson Street and beyond, where water made its way to higher ground and into local businesses 
… Many streets were flooded and impassable, including parts or all of Findlay, Vance, West, South, 
North, Clay, Dow, Lake and others.  ‘Carey is basically locked in by the flooding,’ said Brad Batton, 
public information officer for the Carey Volunteer Fire Department.  Only one or two routes into or 
out of town were available.”  
 
From the Findlay Courier, Wednesday, August 22, 2007: 
     “In Wyandot County, the Village of Carey was shut down by extensive flooding which started 
Monday night and continued into Tuesday, causing a Level 3 emergency to be declared for the 
community.  ‘It’s the worst I’ve seen in 20 years,’ Village Administrator Roy Johnson said Tuesday 
afternoon, between handling numerous calls from anxious residents.  ‘There’s four feet of water 
running down Brown Avenue.’  Heavy water was running east on Findlay Street to High Street, 
too.” 

Findlay From the Findlay Courier, Wednesday, August 22, 2007: 
     “Findlay from the ground might have looked wet Tuesday, but from the air it looked scary, like a 
memory of New Orleans in 2005.  It looked like the levies had broken … whole city blocks 
submerged in water.  The houses hadn’t gone completely under, but you couldn’t see the streets.  
There weren’t any driveways or lawns, there was just a murky brown liquid obscuring the landscape.  
That liquid was covering most of Emery Adams Park and a chunk of Sixth Street, and several 
neighborhoods near Sixth Street.  The Findlay Garden Apartments on South Main Street swam in 
the murk; its residents had been evacuated.  The South Side Restaurant on U.S. 68 was surrounded 
by water.   
     From the air, Spring Lake, south of Findlay, was nearly indistinguishable from the subdivision 
named after it.  Yards, streets and driveways had become the lake, and only trees and roofs rose 
above the liquid … Findlay was by far the worst, at least from the air.  The south section of town 
and several parts in the middle were drenched, with roofs and trees poking above the flood – unlike 
the lawns, basements and people.”   
 
From the Findlay Courier, September 20, 2007: 
     “Four Hancock County government buildings may be bulldozed, county officials said Thursday, 
because the cost to repair flood damage will be too expensive.  The building at 209-213 W. Main 
Cross St. that housed the adult probation office, the Hancock County Board of Health, CASA/GAL 
and Veterans Services, plus another building that housed the Hancock County Commissioners’ 
offices on Main Street, and the two other Main Street buildings that flank it are all likely headed for 
demolition.” 

Lima From the Lima News, Thursday August 23, 2007: 
     “A sewer serving most of northwest Lima blew its top, Utilities Director Gary Sheely said this 
morning.  The 84-inch pipe, 30 feet deep in the ground, blew early this morning, and sent its 
manhole at North and Collett streets at least 12 feet in the air reaching the traffic lights, Sheeley 
said.  While high water had closed many streets in town, by late afternoon, most of them had 
reopened … The city’s wastewater treatment plant is processing 60 million gallons a day and its 
sewer system was completely backing up Wednesday, sending water into the streets and residents’ 
basements.  As of Wednesday evening, the city had received more than 8 inches of rain since 
Sunday, Assistant Utilities Director Mike Caprella said.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community  
Loudonville / 
Perrysville 

From the Ashland Times-Gazette, Thursday August 23, 2007:     
 “The flood waters that ravaged Mansfield and Shelby Tuesday swamped low-lying businesses, 
parks and fields along the Black Fork in the Mohican area Wednesday, leaving officials a bit 
perplexed.   
     Ohio 39, the heavily traveled state route connecting Loudonville and Mansfield, was closed for a 
few hours Wednesday because of high water at the bridge on the west side of Perrysville, in a low-
lying area about a mile north of the village, and along the river in Richland County just west of the 
Ashland County line.   
     In Loudonville, flood waters rose nearly to the tops of the outfield fences on Riverside Park’s 
ball diamonds; Harris Automotive, the River Room and Loudonville Canoe Livery were under 
water; and ConAgra and Loudonville Farmers Equity were threatened with flood waters, which 
partially touched or infiltrated some operations. 
     Flood waters completely inundated the grounds and buildings of the former Pleasant Hill Canoe 
Livery just east of Perrysville, and impacted operations at VFW Post 8586, across Ohio 39 from the 
livery.  Further upstream, County Road 1075 and Green Township Road 1037 had been closed, 
blocked off by the flood waters where the two roads crossed the river. 
     U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials were perplexed at how water levels on the Black Fork in 
Loudonville kept rising after they had begun to subside upstream … ‘What this tells us is that the 
streams and fields in the Loudonville-Perrysville area received more rainwater than we figured.’” 

Mansfield From the Mansfield News Journal, Tuesday, August 21, 2007: 
     “City firefighters and street department workers used two bulldozers to rescue approximately 20 
people stranded by high water shortly before 10 a.m. today at the BP station at North Main Street 
and Longview Avenue … Flooding forced postal workers to flee the U.S. post office on North 
Diamond Street this morning … Around 10 a.m. firefighters with the help of the Madison Township 
Diving and Rescue Team, rescued 23 people from the intersection of Ohio 13 and Interstate 71 … 
Most streets north and east of downtown Mansfield are closed due to high water …” 
 
From the Mansfield News Journal, Tuesday, August 21, 2007: 
     “Mansfield continues to wrestle with flooding, road closings and detours caused by the 6.24 
inches of rain that fell between Monday morning and Tuesday morning.  Water is receding slowly 
from flooded areas that include downtown east of Diamond Street, including Sixth, Fifth and Adams 
streets, the Ohio 430 underpass on Park Avenue East and the underpass on Main Street at U.S. 30 
… Flooding in the city occurred in low-lying areas near where Touby’s Run and the Rocky Fork 
come together behind the former Ohio Brass, City Engineer James DeSanto said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community  
Ottawa / Putnam 
County 

From the NWS Forecast Office in Northern Indiana report – From Drought to Flood … Major 
Flooding Ongoing in Northwest Ohio: 
     “The Village of Ottawa Ohio in Putnam County has been completely engulfed by flood 
waters from the Blanchard River … As of Wednesday afternoon, August 22nd, much of the 
village of Ottawa was experiencing major flooding and many areas had been evacuated.  Flood 
waters were 4 to 8 feet deep in parts of downtown Ottawa, with first floors of many homes and 
businesses under water.” 
 
From the Lima News, Tuesday, August 21, 2007: 
     “In Putnam County, EMA Director Steve Odenweller said at least three fire departments have 
been called during the night to rescue people in vehicles that were overcome by water.  ‘Last 
night they were predicting the Blanchard River would crest at noon at 23 feet.  That’s near flood 
stage,’ Odenweller said.  ‘That was before we received the rain overnight.’  He indicated they 
are prepared for flooding along the Blanchard River.  ‘Most people are telling us they have had 
at least 7.5 inches of rain overnight,’ he indicated.  ‘Some people are telling us they have had at 
least 10 inches in the last couple days.’  ‘There’s flooding all over,’ he said.  ‘We’re running out 
of high water signs.’”  
 
From the Lima News, Friday, August 24, 2007: 
     “’A significant part of the village is still under water, but we’re seeing the water migrate to 
the northwest,’ Josh Walters, of the Putnam County Office of Public Safety, said at 6:30 this 
morning.  The Blanchard River kept rising Thursday until just before 3 p.m. when it crested at 
31.41 feet – well above the 23-foot flood level – further soaking the village, homes and 
everything in its path.  Ottawa remained at a level three emergency this morning with impassable 
roads throughout the village.  The downtown village district remained under water even though 
the river was slowly receding.  County Roads 5 and 19 were still the main roads being used to 
get in and out of the village this morning.  State Routes 65, 15 and 694 as well as U.S. 224 
remain closed by high water.” 
 
From the Lima News, Sunday, August 26, 2007: 
    “The Putnam County Commissioners reported that several government offices in Ottawa were 
damaged by floodwaters.  Assessments of those damages are still being completed.  However, 
Love said the Putnam County Courthouse Annex, the office of economic development and the 
Extension Office of the Ohio State University sustained significant damage.  Nancy Stauffer, 
assistant director of the Putnam County District Library, said the library sustained heavy damage 
and a large proportion of books were damaged and will be thrown away … The entire bottom 
row of books in the library were ruined, she said, and that’s about one-sixth of all their books.  
Saturday they pumped water from the basement of the library, which was full.  Stauffer said the 
boiler, air conditioner, and heater and phone system were in the basement and they are likely 
destroyed, though she wasn’t sure.”       

Shelby From the Mansfield News Journal, Wednesday, August 22, 2007: 
     Twenty-two people were rescued Tuesday – two by Coast Guard helicopter, the rest by boat – 
after the Black Fork flooded the city, at a rate some say was far faster than the flood that hit the 
City on July 2, 1987 … Shelby Mayor Jim Henkel said businesses and homes were flooded, 
including the city’s police and fire stations on Main Street, City Hall and the new Senior Center, 
which was under 3 feet of water.  “I was down at the police station at 5 o’clock and we started 
pounding on doors on the flood plain down there to get people out of the residences,’ Henkel 
said.  ‘Last week we had a tornado come through the community.  This week we’ve got the 
flood.  I hope that’s it.’” 
 
From the Mansfield News Journal, Thursday, August 23, 2007: 
     “Inside the municipal building and police department, a visible line on the walls indicated the 
water level 24 hours earlier – about five feet … A team of about 30 student volunteers and 
school staff members began cleaning up W.W. Skiles Field.  Teacher Ann Coward and network 
administrator Nate Coffey hauled out one damaged computer after another from a school 
building adjacent to the field.  ‘We have at least 25 computers, a lot of spare parts, probably six 
to eight projectors and six podiums,’ Coward said … Nancy Baird, a parent of two children in 
Shelby schools, described her initial reaction as ‘in tears’ when she first saw the floodwaters 
reach the height of Skiles Field’s crossbars.’ 

 



Federal 

Emergency 

Management 

Agency  

(FEMA) 

From October 15, 2007 news release: 
     “Federal and state aid in the form of grants and loans to Ohioans after the severe storms and 
flooding of Aug. 20-28 has reached more than $30 million …  $13,880,000 in Individual and 
Housing Program grants to 4,737 households for temporary housing and/or basic repairs of 
flood-damaged homes … $2,908,000 in Other Needs Assistance grants for 1,957 households to 
spend on repair or replacement of essential furniture and appliances, clothing, medical and 
dental bills and other flood-related expenses … $13,324,000 has been approved by the U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA) in long-term low-interest loans to homeowners, renters 
and business of all sizes … The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funds 100 
percent of the housing grants; FEMA pays 75 percent of the other needs grants, and the State of 
Ohio funds the remaining 25 percent.” 
 
From September 28, 2007 news releases: 
     “In all eight counties declared for disaster assistance, only 522, or 6.6%, of the 7,869 renters, 
homeowners and businesses who registered said they had flood insurance.  ‘In this area of the 
state it is not a matter of if it will flood, it is a matter of when it will happen again,’ said State 
Coordinating Officer Nancy Dragani, executive director of the Ohio Emergency Management 
Agency.  ‘That is why we strongly encourage our citizens to acquire flood insurance.’”  
 

 
 
Flood Aftermath (November 2007) 
 
 During the first two weeks of November, my wife and I visited Ottawa and Bucyrus to check on the progress 
of recovery from the flooding.  When first driving into Ottawa from the south on Route 65, there didn’t seem to be any 
obvious signs of flood damage to the unknowing eye.  But driving through the neighborhoods near the Blanchard 
River, the lack of activity, and absence of parked automobiles in the area was very eerie.  After parking, and getting out 
to look around, it soon became apparent that many of the homes were empty, and seemingly abandoned.  It could be 
seen that furniture had been removed from the first floors of those residences, and many of the interiors had been 
stripped down to the bare studs.  In the downtown area, some businesses were up and running, but others had empty 
storefronts.  In most cases, the structures themselves appeared to be intact and unaffected by the flooding.  High water 
marks, evident as muddy lines on some structures, were still evident … see “Flooding Aftermath” photos 1 and 2 in the 
back of this report.  Even though the high water had been as high as the windows in many of the affected structures, the 
windows remained intact.  One property owner on Walnut Street, who was making repairs to his house, indicated that 
he had 13 inches of water on the first floor of his house.  During the height of the flooding, he fought his way to his 
house through the moving floodwaters in a kayak to turn off the electricity.  By his account, the worst of the flooding in 
the Village came when the floodwaters began to overtop the railroad that runs parallel, and just east of Route 65.  The 
worst damage we saw was on the west side of the Village, in particular at a trailer park along Route 224, adjacent to the 
river.  A number of trailers there appeared to be severely damaged by the flood.  One of the former residents there, who 
was salvaging what items that he could, indicated that the trailer park was going to be closed permanently. 
 From an economic damage standpoint, one of the most significant losses in Ottawa occurred at the main 
branch of the Putnam County District Library.  According to the Putnam County Sentinel, as of November 12, 2007, 
damage to the building alone is estimated to be $800,000, and the cleanup cost is estimated at about $250,000.  The 
cost to replace books and shelving is still unknown.  The Lima News reported that the library lost about 1/6 of its 
collection, or about 11,000 books in the flood.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has not yet 
made the determination as to whether the existing building can remain, or needs be torn down.   
 On November 10, 2007, we visited Bucyrus, on our way to Sandusky.  As we drove north through Bucyrus 
on State Route 4, once we got close to the Sandusky River, the areas affected by the flooding were quite evident.  A 
number of homes and businesses close to the river had missing or boarded-up windows.  Exterior damage to several 
buildings was also evident … including missing siding, structures moved off their foundations, and impact damage.  
(See “Flooding Aftermath” photos 3 and 4).  It was evident that the river must have been carrying a significant amount 
of debris in the floodwater … Photos 5 and 6 show debris still lodged in the bridge deck at the Route 4 bridge over the 
Sandusky River at the time of our visit.  Surprisingly, in contrast to the situation in Ottawa, there were very few 
obvious high water marks on buildings.  This could have been due to the turbulence in the floodwaters, and/or a more 
rapid rise and fall in the water levels of the river during the event.  The two communities were similar in the fact that 
there were entire city blocks of abandoned homes, and scattered businesses that had been able to recover and reopen 
quickly after the storm, while others were still empty or boarded up. 
  
 
 



On October 29, 2007, the Columbus Dispatch published an article titled “Northwestern Ohio towns slow to 
recover from floods”.  In that article, the author quoted an Ottawa resident whose home was surrounded by four or five 
blocks of abandoned houses … she commented that “At night it’s like a ghost town.  It’s dark and quiet.”  The article 
also mentioned that it was urgent to finish repairs and install heating systems before winter begins.  Based on the large 
number of structures that still needed repair at the time of our visit in early November, it did not appear that those 
repairs could be completed in time.  It may be a very slow recovery for a number of those communities affected by the 
flooding. 
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